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CHARITY NAME: Education Foundation of Palm Beach County
CHARITY WEBSITE: http://educationfoundationpbc.org/
FUNDS RECEIVED: $150,000.00
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 35,000
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
Expansion of Red Apple Supplies:
The Education Foundation was able to successfully hire a Part Time Administrative Assistant for Red Apple
Supplies as planned to support the growth of the store. After an extensive search we hired Laila Bazan Faroun
who joined our team on May 21, 2018. Mrs. Bazan Faroun is currently working 20 hours per week at Red
Apple Supplies. On July 1st, Ms. Bazan Faroun will become full time and begin working 40 hours per week.
Her primary role is to provide administrative support, assist with the oversight of volunteers during day to day
operations, and serve as liaison between Red Apple Supplies Store and the teachers of Palm Beach County.
We are currently serving 32 schools through Red Apple Supplies and are already making progress towards our
goal of increasing the number of students, teachers, and schools served in the 2018-2019 school year. We are on
track to add 8 additional schools next year as “One Rep” schools where one teacher can shop at five times the
teacher limit and share the resources with their school. We plan to add 4 of the 8 new “One Rep” schools in
August 2018 and the remaining 4, in January of 2019. We will also be able to convert 5 of the current schools
we serve, moving them from “One Rep” to “Full Shop” status in August of 2018. This will mean that every
grade-level teacher will be eligible to shop for free supplies for their students and classroom instead of one
teacher shopping at five times the teacher limit. This will allow us to serve approximately 18,000 students and
40 schools through Red Apple Supplies in only our third year since opening its doors!

2018-2019 GoTeach! Classroom Grants:
Funds were utilized to prepare two GoTeach! Classroom Grant Writing Workshops for approximately 60
teachers on April 5, 2018 and April 18, 2018. During the workshops, teachers that were interested in applying to
apply for a GoTeach! Classroom Grant for the 2018-2019 school year learned pertinent information pertaining
to the grant including guidelines, timeline, instructions, and tips on how to write a grant. Teachers had the
opportunity to collaborate with their peers, share innovative ideas to bring to their classroom and receive
feedback on their draft grant applications. Each participant that attended the training will receive 2 additional
points on their overall grant score.
All applications for the 2018-2019 grant cycle will be submitted in June and reviewed by a scoring committee
in July. In August, all recipients will be notified, and an award ceremony will take place sometime in
September. The Education Foundation welcomes anyone involved with the Great Charity Challenge to join us
by being a member of our review and scoring committee. Additionally, the Foundation will be inviting those
interested in joining us at the awards reception in September. More information will be shared with Great
Charity Challenge once we’ve secured a location and a date to hold the special event.
To date, we have already received 25 applications for 2018-2019 GoTeach! Classroom Grant totaling over
$26,000 in funding requests, and we still have the rest of June to go before we send applications to our review
committee for scoring.
GoTeach! Classroom Grant in Action: Sonja Kelly, Dance & Choice Program Coordinator and grant recipient
shared, “The Glade View Elementary team would like to thank the Education Foundation and their partners for
financially supporting our reader’s theater project. Not only has it provided sustainable resources that can be
used to support literacy instruction for future years, it has also introduced an arts-integrated curriculum resource
to support our focus and vision as a visual, performing, and communication arts school. The ending results
compared with our original objectives were overwhelmingly positive and achieved. All students had the
opportunity to be engaged in the read-aloud format of the reader’s theater program. Regardless of each
student’s reading level, they were able to participate in the class reading and
performance of the scripts. It was the first time most of them participated in reader’s
theater. An unexpected outcome was seeing some students who normally would not
read aloud become more confident as they “became” their character. Students took
great pride in reading with expression and telling the story of their script. In addition,
it was great for students to inherently recognize and demonstrate teamwork in the
process. They understood that everyone’s part was important and worked together so
each speaker could share his/her part in telling the story”.
Professional Development: James Gavrilos, President/C.E.O of the Education Foundation, was able to attend
the following trainings:
•

Consortium of Florida Education Foundation (CFEF) Trainings/Conferences April 4th-6th in Orlando and
June 13-14th in Tampa. At the trainings, Mr. Gavrilos was able to network with other CEO’s and
Education Foundation leaders throughout the state. He was able to network with legislators about the

•

importance of continuing to fund local Education Foundations by sharing the impact that the Education
Foundation of Palm Beach County is having on the schools, students, and teachers throughout our
county. Additionally, Mr. Gavrilos was also able to participate in breakout sessions where he was able to
share and learn best practices impacting Education Foundations (marketing, development, outreach, and
available funding opportunities).
Mr. Gavrilos is also scheduled to attend the Kids in Need Foundation (KINF) Annual
Summit/Conference in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania from June 20-22nd. Training at this conference will focus
on the operations of our Red Apple Supplies Store.

Jennifer Ethridge, Director of Programs and Grants was able to participate in the following trainings:
•
•

Grant Station’s Grant Writing 101, Is Your Organization Grant Ready? Logic Models: More than Just
Extra Work!
Bloomerang Intermediate Class-Website Integration, How to Find and Get Grants,

These trainings provided Mrs. Ethridge with valuable information to enhance her grant writing skills as well as
help her find additional sources for funding to support the Education Foundation’s Mission.
Marketing/Brand Building: We are currently working on our Annual Report
which will be printed and distributed to community leaders, thanks to the
funding support provided by the Great Charity Challenge. This is the first
time the Education Foundation has produced and distributed such an annual
report. In addition, we used funds to purchase various promotional items
(pens, cups, etc.) which we distributed to principals and teachers when here at
the School District to further our branding efforts. The Education Foundation
of Palm Beach County was able to provide the snack break during three Principal Leadership Academies, one
Teacher Seminar, and one School Secretary Seminar held here at the School District Offices. Our promotional
items were distributed to all participants.
Capacity Building: The funds received have also supported our overall growth and capacity building as we
have been able to further develop our team, grow our staff, and increase our marketing capabilities to improve
our brand so that we continue to increase our impact and reach for population we serve.

CHARITY NAME: Quantum House
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.quantumhouse.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $125,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 592 people between January 1 and June 1
2018
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED? PLEASE SHARE A STORY (or more) OF THE
BENEFACTORS:
Your generous gift is making sure Quantum House is a place where families feel at home. Being away from
their friends and family because they have to stay near the hospital is hard for every member of the family, but
you make Quantum House home. You let Quantum House kids feel like kids.
Sasha had been playing piano at the House. She took lessons once a week with a volunteer, and every day she
would practice. Typically, student pianists would give recitals in theaters and invite family and friends. But
Sasha’s family and friends are far from Quantum House.
Together with the other families, Sasha and her mom transformed the living room into a concert hall. Quantum
House families, staff and volunteers filled the rows of dining room chairs as Sasha in her best purple dress was
introduced to the audience by her mother.
Sasha took her place and played in her very first recital.
Sasha and her mom are able to focus on Sasha’s treatment plan and staying positive throughout the tumultuous
journey because they don’t have to worry about where they will stay, what they will eat, do laundry or the extra
financial burden that comes with lengthy hotel stays. You’ve taken that weight and given Sasha the freedom to
practice piano between treatments. Thank you.

CHARITY NAME: Stem HQ/ TechGarage
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.stemhq.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $100,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT:
Will impact at least 80 + students directly this year as we start 10 competitive robotics teams of 8 students each
for the Robot Drone League in the fall. The overall impact over multiple years, as we continue this program,
will grow exponentially and will include the community at large as can be seen with our initial summer program
at the Boys & Girls Club in Riviera Beach and the Westgate Community Center in West Palm Beach.
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
Aided by your generosity, TechGarage will be able to start competitive robotics teams for students at-risk of
reaching their full potential in underserved communities in Palm Beach County. We will use the funds to
purchase robot kits, equipment (which will include a laser cutters, laptops, and 3D printers), compensate
robotics coaches whom we hire from the FAU College of Engineering, and to support the program and
executive director in charge of the programs. Students will build and program robots and drones and practice
their strategy at their local community centers to compete in our year round competitive robotics programs: the
Robot Drone League in the fall, and our underwater robotics program in the spring.
Each team of the Robot Drone League will consist of 8 students, 2 robots, and 2 drones with competitions being
held once per month. To provide introductory robotics skills which will be used in the fall program; we
conducted 2-week technology camps at the Boys & Girls Club in Riviera Beach and at the Westgate
Community Center in West Palm Beach. Many of the students in camp had no prior exposure to robot building
or coding. During our initial meeting with the students, we showed them robots that had been built by students
at TechGarage. They were fascinated that the metal robots could actually move and pick up obstacles. Then
they became skeptical when we told them that not only could they build similar robots, but that we expected
them to do it in 2 weeks. (They really didn’t believe it could be done). By the end of the first week, most of
these students had surpassed our expectations by quickly learning how to code using the Python programming
language, and by constructing and programming robots.
Our 2-week camps commenced on 06/05 ended on 06/14 with two hours of competitive matches between the
robotics teams from the Boys & Girls Club and from the Westgate Community Center. The matches, held in
the gym of the Boys and Girls Club, were fun, exciting, and eye-opening to the larger audience of the rest of the
club. Our camp participants beamed confidently as they showed off their robot creations and new-found
expertise of controlling their robots and drones using the code they had written while the other campers in the
audience were able to see their peers having fun with technology.
Some of the “aha” moments from camp were:
• The robot that scored the highest points on the field was built, controlled, and driven by a teenage girl
who hadn’t excelled at any sports or academic programs. She will now be remembered as the top scorer
and awesome robot builder. She was extremely proud of her achievements and the recognition that her
hard work was invaluable to the team and she had skills worthy of accolade.

•

•

A student who seemingly did not pay attention during the building and programming process at camp
was given control of the drone on competition day. He outmaneuvered the other team and used the
drone to play the best defensive moves of the game leading to a standing ovation from not only his
teammates, but all the counselors and executives present. He led his team to victory and was called
upon to be recognized for this unforeseen skill and talent.
Positive peer pressure: On more than one occasion we observed students choosing to continue in the
robotics program even though their friends were pressuring them to go back to their sports group. We
were proud of them for not being swayed by the “will of the loudest member of the group” and for
recognizing they had the choice to make a wise decision and did not have to simply follow the crowd.

We can share many more stories of the changes we’ve seen in the campers. We are looking forward to the
inclusion of more students when we return to their community centers to start the Robot Drone League at the
end of August. We expect the students who’ve attended camp and learned to build and program robots to be the
group leaders for the robotics teams in the fall when we’ll have a minimum of 4 Robot Drone League teams
emerging from these camps - 2 teams from the Boys and Girls Club, and 2 from the Westgate Community
Center. We are appreciative that your generosity has allowed us to offer these transformative educational
programs to these students.

From left to right: “We built it”; “We’re winning”; “Girl Power; “Westgate team with robots”

CHARITY NAME: True Fast Outreach Ministries
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.tfom1.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $85,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 5,857
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
With the funds that were received through the GCC, we were able to hire an IT technician to service our
computers both at the Youth Ministry, as well as the Outreach center. After taking a poll at the Youth Ministry,
it was found that none of the children who attend the program have access to a computer within their homes. At
the Youth Ministry, they are now granted access to educational programs such as Reading Eggs, Khan’s
Academy, and Study Island all of which records their progress in real-time data that can be tracked by the
students, programs leaders, and their parents. For our Food Pantry, we were able to replace one of our coolers to
ensure proper and safe food storage. We are also currently in the process of improving our tracking techniques

by making our records accessible via a paperless system which makes it easier for our clients and volunteers
during our food distribution days.
Recently, we have acquired staff members who have a background in Nursing, Social Work, as well as
Psychology. Our clients are able to receive assistance with their medical concerns and questions they may have
that pertains to their medical care including their insurance. Our clients also have access to case managers who
assists them through the process of obtaining social services, as well as case-by-case follow-up procedures to
track the progression of the clients. A portion of the funds that were received has been used to purchase 30-day
bus passes for our clients who need transportation to their doctors’ appointments and assessments. Because of
the funds that we received through the GCC, we can see the impact that our organization has on our clients that
are both within the community that we serve as well as the surrounding communities. We hope to continue to
assist those in need, and to build upon the growth within the children that are a part of the community.
“Volunteering with the children at the Children’s Ministry during my senior year of high school offered me
a great opportunity to give back to the community. I performed Bible study with children, as well as some
mentoring for those in need. While volunteering with the children, I realized that I can make a difference
within our society, so I have chosen to further my education here locally so that I can continue my outreach
efforts and assist my parents with my younger siblings as much as possible. Thank you TFOM.”
–David McDonald

CHARITY NAME: The Glades Initiative, Inc.
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.gladesinitiative.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $75,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 3,000
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
We continue to touch the lives of our Glades residents through our programs and services, assisting our
population of low-income clients with applications to critical food and health services. Thousands of lives are
impacted through our work each year as we identify and remove the barriers that both residents and providers
encounter within the system of care. We accomplish this through increasing communication, collaboration, and
connection to services.

Here is a story and comments from clients of our Cooking Matters Nutrition Education Program. During a
recent Cooking Matters Program offered to students in the Pahokee Middle Summer School program, students
learned how to cook healthy and affordable meals. At the end of the program, participants offered how their
perceptions of cooking and eating changed for the better:
“I can have fun and cook.” – Ky’unja Worthen, 10.
“It's making me more wise around the stove.” – Kir’Mari Patrick, 11.
“I would like to cook more and become a chef.” – Corian Boldin, 11.
“The course taught me how to cut vegetables.” – Sh’maria Elliott, 12.
“It has affected my life by showing me many other foods.” – Yaritza Gallardo, 12.
“[If I learn how to] cook, my mom can home from work and she won't have to cook. And when my dad comes
home, he won't have to cook.” – Kelvin Lowe, 13.
Reaching an audience like this can have a profound and lasting impact on the lives of these children. Learning
how much fat is in a hamburger, or how much of a negative health consequence eating out and junk food can
have on a body – along with understanding that proper meals can be prepared for less than $10 for a family – is
critical in addressing the poor diets of our residents.
For many students, the course was their first experience in the kitchen. The students delighted in the meals
prepared by our Cooking Matters instructors and greeted our staff every day with: “What are we cooking
today?”

From left to right: Clients receiving food boxes; Cooking Matters at the Lighthouse Café; Financial Literacy Class.

CHARITY NAME: Alzheimer’s Community Care
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.alzcare.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $65,000.00
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: Thus far, your generous gift has allowed
the Family Nurse Consultant Program in Wellington to serve 171 Alzheimer’s patients and their family
caregivers. These services have included weekly caregiver support groups, held on Thursday evenings at St.
Michael Lutheran Church at 1925 Birkdale Drive, home visits to evaluate the patients’ medical, social,
nutritional and cognitive status, caregivers’ stress level, and the home environment for safety concerns. Nurses
have connected families with local services including Specialized Alzheimer’s Day Care, Home Health
Agencies, transportation services and hospice care. As a result of your support, of the caregivers assessed, all
saw stabilized or reduced stress levels and all stated that they intended to continue to care for their loved one in
the familiar surroundings of home. Your support has helped 41 Alzheimer’s patients to benefit from the
therapeutic care provided at Alzheimer’s Community Care’s Specialized Alzheimer’s Day Care in Wellington.
As important as the care for patients, day care services provide life-saving respite to families. According to the
Alzheimer’s Association, a caregiver has a 60% chance of dying before the patient as a result of the stress
associated with providing round-the-clock care for a loved one with Alzheimer’s disease. The respite these
families have received as a result of your generous support is truly life-saving.
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
Your support is providing care for Martin and his family. Martin was born with Noonan Syndrome, which in his
case, included intellectual disability. As a result of this genetic disorder, he developed Alzheimer’s disease at
the young age of 28. As the life expectancy of people with these genetic conditions, like Down’s Syndrome,
increases, their likelihood of developing Alzheimer’s disease, which is linked to the same gene, also increases.
Martin’s parents have cared for him at home since birth. As his Alzheimer’s disease progressed, they reached
out to Alzheimer’s Community Care for help because the strategies they had been using were no longer
effective. Alzheimer’s Community Care’s community-based model of care has given the family the tools and
strategies they need to continue to provide home-based care for their son. He has been attending Specialized
Alzheimer’s Day Care in Wellington for several months. This life-saving respite has allowed his parents to
continue to work while giving Martin therapeutic care that is appropriate for his current challenges. Since
enrolling in the program Martin has become more social and alert. His verbal skills have improved. At the same
time, his parents have seen a reduction in their stress level as a result of the support they have received through
your gift.
On behalf of Martin, his family, and all of the other patients and families supported by your generous gift,
Thank you. You are bringing hope and help to many Wellington families coping with caring for a loved one
with Alzheimer’s disease or other dementia.

Nurses monitoring vita signs, cognition and balance; patients at the Wellington Specialized Alzheimer’s Day Care enjoying music therapy.

CHARITY NAME: Step by Step Foundation, Inc.
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.Stepbystepfoundation.com
FUNDS RECEIVED: 55,000.00
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: minimum 984 (# based on backpacks alone)
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
As we are in the midst of packing school supplies before kids go back to school, please see the breakdown of
items/organizations helped to date. A more complete list will be available during the next fund use report.
Kids Cancer Foundation:
24 backpacks, 40 sets of color pencils, 40 sets of color markers, 48 glue sticks and 8 sets of paint brushes (30
pc). Total value: $332
Children’s Home Society:
96 backpacks, 96 pencil pouches, 260 pencils, 144 erasers, 60 glue sticks, 90 notebooks, 96 sharpeners, 40 sets
of color pencils, 40 sets of color markers. Total value: $1,139.
Child Net Palm Beach County:
96 backpacks, 96 pencil pouches, 300 pencils, 144 erasers, 96 sharpeners, 40 sets of color pencils, 40 sets of
color markers. Total value: $940.
Lake Shore Middle School:
72 backpacks, 96 pencil pouches, 230 pencils, 144 erasers, 72 sharpeners. Total value: $814.
Fundana:
72 backpacks, 72 pencil pouches, 216 pencils, 144 erasers, 84 glue sticks, 6 coloring books, 78 sharpeners, 70
sets of color pencils, 31 sets of color markers, 142 pens. Total value: $1,044.70.

JAFCO:
96 backpacks, 96 pencil pouches, 260 pencils, 144 erasers, 60 glue sticks, 120 notebooks, 96 sharpeners, 40 sets
of color pencils, 40 sets of color markers, 96 pens. Total value: $1,241.
Families First of Palm Beach County:
96 backpacks, 96 pencil pouches, 240 pencils, 144 erasers, 96 glue sticks, 96 sharpeners, 48 sets of color
pencils, 48 sets of color markers. Total value: $1,128.
Back to Basics:
96 backpacks, 96 pencil pouches, 160 pencils. Total value: $704.
RCMA:
96 backpacks, 96 pencil pouches. Total Value: $672.
Comunidad Cristiana por una Vida Mejor:
48 backpacks, 48 pencil pouches, 48 sharpeners, 60 pencils, 48 glue sticks. Total value: $420.
Friends of Foster Children:
96 backpacks, 96 pencil pouches, 160 pencils, 40 sets of color pencils, 40 sets of color markers, 144 notebooks,
60 glue sticks. Total value: $1,053.
YMCA Harmony House:
96 backpacks, 96 pencil pouches, 72 notebooks, 120 pens. Total value: $834.

CHARITY NAME: Susan G. Komen South Florida
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.komensouthflorida.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $50,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 292
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
Through the grant funding we were able to conduct breast health education sessions
for 292 participants this quarter. This included launching a new education initiative
with the Lord’s Place which services homeless men and women in Palm Beach
County. The sessions were led by a breast cancer survivor who spoke to women at
two of their residences about breast health and offered connections to free screening
and treatment resources in the county. All of the 30 participants do not have access
to regular healthcare and many shared they have a family history of breast cancer.
This quarter we were also able to use some of the funds to hire a community
based breast health patient navigator who started on May 21. She will work
within the Delray Community which was identified by the Komen Community
Impact Report as an area of high need. She will provide breast health seminars
to more than 500 people over the next year as well as patient navigation to
clients. Patient navigation is critical to helping low resource clients reduce
barriers to care such as transportation, housing and employment which keep
them from following through with physician ordered care. Patient navigators
are known to reduce costs for patients by 40% and help to improve overall
health outcomes. We will continue to update you on the progress of this new
pilot initiative which is also funded through the Quantum Foundation.

CHARITY NAME: Hope 4 Mobility, Inc.
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.Hope4Mobility.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $45,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 46 (thus far)
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED? PLEASE SHARE A STORY (or more) OF THE
BENEFACTORS:
Thus far, we have spent approximately $24,934 of the $45,000 funds received on the following programs:
•

Health and Therapy Services Program:

•
•
•

o Aquatics Therapy: 29 Kids Served – $8,340.00 of funds utilized
Mobility Equipment & Products Program:
o Special Needs Equipment: 18 Kids Served – $5,269.69 of funds utilized
Special Needs Safety & Accessibility Program:
o Wheelchair Ramps: Family of 3 Served – $1,324.31 of funds utilized
Let's Sleep On It Program:
o 24-Hour Posturing Care: 5 Kids Served – $10,000.00

CHARITY NAME: Back to Basics, Inc.
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.backtobasicsinc.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $40,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: None yet, but wait ‘til school starts!
Approximately 3,000 elementary school children.
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
We have not spent the funds yet, but we have allocated $30,000 of the grant towards new
school uniforms, which are currently on order and being made.
The $30,000 equates to helping well over 3,000 elementary school children being able to go to
school, ready to learn.

We expect the shipment of over 13,000 uniforms (26,000 pieces) to be delivered to our warehouse near the end
of July. Once they arrive, we will sort the uniforms by school for the 45+ elementary schools that we partner
with.
The schools will come to the warehouse in Wellington on August 7th, 1-4 and August 8th, 8:30-11:30 to pick up
the uniforms for their students. The uniforms will then be available for the students to start the new school year.
We welcome you to join us at the warehouse during those pick up times to meet the teachers and counselors
who come to pick up the uniforms and hear their stories first hand about the students who will received the
uniforms. It is heartwarming and they are always so appreciative!
Thank you again for your generosity! There will be more pictures in our next update!

CHARITY NAME: Gulfstream Goodwill Industries
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.gulfstreamgoodwill.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $37,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT?: As of June 25, 2018 up to 15 youth and
their family members will begin the College/Vocational School Exploration program.
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
Youth Services at Gulfstream Goodwill (GGI-YS) is designed to ensure that we are reaching and providing
services to vulnerable youth from throughout Palm Beach County during three critical stages: (1) prevention of
violence and justice-system involvement through our Good Leaders high school program, (2) during courtinvolvement when alternative sanctions to detention can be accessed through our Alternatives to Secure
Detention program, and (3) at the time of community reentry after a period of detention in our Back to a Future
program.
The College/Vocational School Exploration program, supported by the Great Charity Challenge will launch on
June 25, 2018 with up to 15 youth who are interested in attending post-secondary training prior to entering the
workforce. Youth and their parent(s), caregivers, mentors and advocates will participate in the program and join
the tours in order to support the aspirations of their youth participants, and to educate the support system
members on the importance of education and training for their child’s successful future. In many cases the
student will be the first in their family to receive post-secondary education.
To participate in this project youth must be enrolled in school or working to complete their GED, or have
already earned their GED or High School diploma, if in school they must maintain acceptable attendance and
grade progress.
The first out of town college tour is scheduled for Monday, June 25th. The bus will pick everyone up at 3am
and drive them to visit Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University (FAMU), and Tallahassee Community
College. The youth and their families will have dinner and then depart from Tallahassee to head home at 5pm.

The following two college tours will focus on southern Florida and those who participate will utilize the new
BrightLine Train as their main source of transportation. The final set of tours will focus on Central Florida.
Recent graduates of GoodLeaders, Gulfstream Goodwill’s high school youth violence prevention program have
worked as a team to initiate and plan the summer college tour program under the guidance of the GoodLeaders
trainer. They are utilizing the skills developed in the GoodLeaders program, which emphasizes; leadership,
employability and life skills to develop our summer itinerary. Our planners have spoken with Colleges and
Universities in our local area and outside the area to determine the best places to visit, chosen the destinations,
coordinated the schedules with the schools, contacted the transportation providers and negotiated rates.
We look forward to presenting a robust report complete with photos on the Summer College/Vocational School
Exploration program at the end of the next quarter as well as implementing the remaining components of our
program as follows:
•
•
•
•

Provide student aid application, scholarship attainment and admissions application tutoring for youth
and families,
Provide scholarships for college and vocational training.
Provide tools necessary for successful employment and/or educational attainment including electronics,
books and other materials and kits.
Provide limited support services to address critical needs such as: rental and housing support, behavioral
health, food, health and hygiene, transportation and other interventions.

The entire Youth Services team at Gulfstream Goodwill extends a heartfelt thank you to the Great Charity
Challenge as we work together to enrich the lives of youth at risk and their families.
CHARITY NAME: Children’s Case Management Organization, Inc. (dba Families First of Palm Beach
County)
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.familiesfirstpbc.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $33,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: The Behavioral Health Services Program
assisted 204 children and adults with services during this quarter.
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
The agency continues to provide behavioral health services to schools through our collaborative with
Communities in Schools in Riviera Beach, Belle Glade and Pahokee Communities, as well as through the
Achievement Centers for Children and Families in Delray Beach.
All of the staff and students in the BHS program have been trained by the Racial Equity Institute. This past
quarter the agency had three Social Work Interns, Barry University, Florida Atlantic University and Boston
University. Three interns completed their internships and graduated with their Master’s Degree this quarter.
We interviewed and accepted a new intern from Boston University who also began her internship in the

Children’s Behavioral Health Program this past quarter. She is providing therapeutic services for children and
families in the Delray Beach Community.
One of the program’s clinicians, Sailys Concepcion, completed her requirements for licensure and secured her
license as a Licensed Mental Health Counselor this past quarter.
Program Outcomes this past quarter:
1. 80% of children will maintain placement stability – Program exceeded this outcome at 95%.
2. 80% of children will demonstrate an increase in social and emotional functioning – Program exceeded
this outcome at 100%.
3. 80% of children will maintain stability in school – Program exceeded this outcome at 93%.
Client Story:
The Behavioral Health Program worked with a male child called “Henry”, a six year old who lives at home with
his mother and step-father. The mother requested services due to what she described as extremely challenging
behaviors, including oppositional and aggressive behaviors in the home. Several years back, this child used to
reside with his mother and biological father in a violent home where the mother was subjected to her husband’s
physical and emotional assaults. The mother finally left her husband following an incident where the mother
was violently assaulted by her husband and chocked, and her son Henry had witnessed his parents in this
physical altercation. Henry, having witnessed his mother being chocked, attempted to intervene at his very
young age, and was thrown across the room, rendering him unconscious. Henry was two years old at the time
of this incident. The mother convinced her husband to seek medical attention for their son, and once this
occurred, the mother used this opportunity to also remove herself and her son from the home. The therapist
worked closely with the mother on behavior management skills and in developing different strategies for
interacting with her son, including being more consistent with disciplining her son and setting consistent limits.
During the course of treatment, Henry received trauma informed treatment in addition to individual and family
therapy and the combination of these modalities of treatment resulted in the child improving remarkably.

CHARITY NAME: Boys & Girls Clubs of Palm Beach County
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.bgcpbc.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $30,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 97-100 children ages 6-18
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
BGCPBC is grateful for the $30,000 to provide a variety of arts activities for children attending the Neil S.
Hirsch Family Boys & Girls Club of Wellington, FL. BGCPBC offers a range of programs to help needy
children excel in school and life. Our Arts programming has been expanding and the youth response has been
impressive.
During this past spring, BGCPBC was fortunate to have a professional artist work with the children at this Club
providing two art classes, two2 times a week (four in total). The children learned art aesthetics, design,
composition, and practiced their drawing and painting skills. Seventy-two (72) elementary and middle school
children participated in these workshops. We are proud to state that the level of artwork produced by these
children was impressive. Independently, some of the children entered their work into a Buffalo Wild Wings art
contest—some placed in the top three categories.
This summer, BGCPBC is excited that we will serve 25 teens who are participating in two Arts programs:
1. Spoken Word and Poetry Workshop: The teens will explore the spoken word and poetry creation
utilizing poets such as EE Cummings as well as younger published poets who have found success
through Poetry Slam competitions. Participants analyze and discuss poetry, the power of words, and
work on writing skills and memorization as well as public speaking techniques. At the culmination of
the workshop, a Club Poetry Slam will occur. The Poetry Slam will be open to Jr. Staff members (teens
who have been hired for the summer to work at the Club) as well as those who participated in the
Spoken Word and Poetry Workshop.
2. Music Production and Sound Engineering: This workshop combines the music composition, writing
lyrics and the basics of sound engineering (utilizing the Club’s soundboard to record the music created
by the students.) The teens learn about another art form and the careers related to that art form, develop
new ways of self-expression, and a deeper understanding of music and culture. BGCPBC is seeking to
fund the cost of creating a CD of the music created by the teens.

CHARITY NAME: Kids Cancer Foundation
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.kidscancersf.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $27,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: over 300
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED? PLEASE SHARE A STORY (or more) OF THE
BENEFACTORS:
Aiden is an adorable 10-year-old twin who has just been diagnosed with Pre-B Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia.
He will be undergoing chemotherapy for the next 3 ½ years. Needless to say this has been a shock to Aiden’s
entire family and literally turned their world upside down. Not only does Aiden have a twin brother, Rowan but
he also has twin 5-year-old brothers, Grayson & Baron. Being just diagnosed right near the end of the school
year has been difficult for Aiden as he had to miss a lot of the end of the year fun not to mention all the family’s
plan’s for vacation and summer camp had to change since Aiden will be spending most of the summer going
back and forth to the hospital for treatment. The Child Enrichment Program at the Kids Cancer Center has been
truly a blessing for this family. Aiden’s brothers have been able to come to the Kids Cancer Center and
participate in the many games and activities we provide at the Center and they are even planning on attending 2
weeks of Horse Camp at Lands End Farm who generously allows our young patients and families to attend their
camp every summer free of charge. Aiden will also be able to come and utilize the Kids Cancer Center and the
Child Enrichment Program once he completes his initial 28 days of Induction Chemotherapy. Once School
starts Aiden will also be able to utilize the Kids Cancer Center during the school day as he will not able to
attend school due to the risk of infection. This way Aiden can get out of the house and interact in a safe clean
environment with other kids and our Kids Cancer Foundation Volunteers.
Without the funding from the Great Charity Challenge we would not be able to provide these vital programs to
our young patients and families. We are currently expanding the Kids Cancer Center as the Child Enrichment
Program has grown so much that we now need more space to accommodate all the children who utilize this
program. We are so grateful for your support. Thank you for helping us to help them fight.

From left to right: Aiden 10 years old battling Leukemia with his good friend Chemo Duck, an interactive stuffed animal who has an Infusaport like
Aiden that we give each of our young patients at diagnosis and use for medical play. All siblings receive Huggable Hope, Chemo Ducks cuddly
friend who does not have an Infusaport. We are able to purchase these interactive toys thanks to the funding we receive from donors like you;

coloring with markers on stuffed puppies-what fun; making Slime! Lots & lots of Slime; good times at the Kids Cancer Center hanging out with
friends and therapy dog Kiki, who we all love to have visit.

Again, none of this would be possible if not for the generous support of benefactors like you. Thank you so
much for helping us make the journey battling childhood cancer a little easier for our young patients and their
families. We are very grateful.

CHARITY NAME: The Rotary Club of Wellington Foundation
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.wellingtonrotary.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $26,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: Estimated at 11300 based on lunch cost of
$2.30 per student.
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
Money is being held in reserve to once again pay off Palm Beach County Schools Lunch Program shortfall. The
amount of this will be known this August or September. J

Photo from 2017: the Rotary Club of Wellington presenting a $20,000 check to the
Palm Beach County School Board to pay off Palm Beach County students’ outstanding lunch debt.

CHARITY NAME: Special Olympics
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.specialolympicspalmbeach.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $25,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: Your support has impacted over 1,800
lives in Palm Beach County.

HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
The wonderful support of the Great Charity Challenge has allowed us to implement our Young Athletes
Program for children ages 2 to 7 in the following schools: Connections Education Center, Slomin Family
Center, Banyan Creek Elementary School, Easter Seals Florida-Palm Beach County, Orchard View Elementary
School, Boynton Elementary School, and Eisenhower Elementary School.
Each school received curriculum, teacher training and modified equipment valued at $500 per school. The
Young Athletes Program in Palm Beach County now serves 262 students. This program is critical to the growth
and development of young students with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Movement, balance, handeye coordination and the introduction to skill development are integral elements of the Young Athletes
Program. Additionally, family members are encouraged to take part in this program in-school and at
home…ensuring continued development and an understanding of the programs, services and resources provided
by Special Olympics Florida- Palm Beach County free of charge for years to come.
We also were able to implement the Unified Champion Schools program in: Boynton Beach Community High
School, Dwyer High School, Forest Hills Community High School, Okeeheelee Middle School, Palm Beach
Central High School and Park Vista Community High School.
Each school received curriculum support, teacher training and modified equipment valued
at $750 per school. Unified Champion Schools is an education based strategy that uses
inclusive sports, youth leadership, and whole school engagement to develop communities
where all youth work together toward greater respect and dignity for people with
intellectual and developmental disabilities. The program builds upon Special Olympics’
values, principles, practices and experiences, with the goal to impact and shape a
generation that welcomes everyone. There are 1449 athletes and 104 Unified Partners in
the Palm Beach County Unified Champion Schools Programs – 178 coaches and 277
volunteers support these programs and we are experiencing a steady 15% growth thanks to
your support.
Testimonials
Parent from Palm Beach County Saturday YAPsters Community Program
My daughter is learning many skills with the YAP sessions: catching and throwing, bowling, soccer, volleyball
with beach ball, running and her endurance improved tremendously. Her visual motor skills cognitive skills and
socialization and interaction with others have improved. All of the staff and volunteers are dedicated positive
and loving beyond belief. Their organized sessions and enthusiasm has helped Shelly to grow in just one
season!
Parent from Palm Beach County Saturday YAPsters Community Program

I now know that I can expect more of my daughter than I have been. I have to give her more chances to develop
her skills. She has learned to do so much. She learned new sports skills and how to follow directions (which is
huge). This statement is from SO Palm Beach’s “first Young Athlete in the state of Florida to compete in State
Games” winning Gold and Silver at Summer Games and then also competing and winning Gold at State
Sectionals Basketball –individual skills)
Parent from Palm Beach County Saturday YAPsters Community Program
My son has exceeded our expectations. He is using all his skills learned: social and motor. We have seen major
improvement in all of them
On behalf of the athletes, coaches, family members and caretakers, we at Special Olympics Florida- Palm
Beach County, thank Fidelity Investments for their generous contribution of $20,000. We have experienced
tremendous growth as a statewide organization providing programs, services and support to over 46,000
athletes. We are supported by over 31,000 volunteers and generous suporters and our goal to reach over 60,000
athletes by the year 2020 is well within reach. Thank you for your support and we look forward to working
with you again and continuing to support the growth and development of our programs in Palm Beach County.

CHARITY NAME: Peggy Adams Animal Rescue League
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.PeggyAdams.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $24,000 plus $2,000 Best Team Spirit Bonus
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: We have provided 203 free cat spay/neuter
packages.
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
Our spay/neuter packages include rabies vaccine, FVRCP+C vaccine,
microchip, and surgery. By providing these surgeries we are helping both
owned and community cats live healthier lives. Of the 203 cat
spay/neuter packages we have offered through these funds, 152 were for
other local rescue groups that are helping to save kittens born on the
streets in Palm Beach County. These groups utilize the state of the art
spay/neuter hospital at Peggy Adams and thanks to this funding we’ve
been able to provide the service to the rescue groups free of charge so
they can focus on helping more kittens. Pictured: A cat waiting for surgery.

CHARITY NAME: Spirit of Giving
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.spiritofgivingnetwork.com
FUNDS RECEIVED: $23,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT:
The Great Charity Challenge funds received will be utilized to better serve our at-risk
children and families at our upcoming Back to School Bash scheduled for Saturday,
August 4, 2018.
More specifically, the funds will be used to purchase school supplies, shoes, socks,
uniform shirts, health screenings, hygiene kits, healthy snacks, and kid safe books. We
are currently in the process of registering the children for the Bash and bulk pricing
out needed supplies and clothes.
We anticipate benefitting over 4,000 at-risk children and their families with this
impacting grant.
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
The GCC funds will enable the Spirit of Giving to expand its reach and ensure all underserved children in our
network are prepared with the appropriate supplies, clothes and health checks to begin the school year with the
confidence and the tools to succeed.
Stories and more photos will be included in the next follow up report.

CHARITY NAME:

The Soup Kitchen of Boynton Beach

CHARITY WEBSITE: http://thesoupkitchen.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $22,000.00
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT:

180

HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
We have put these funds to use in our Meals on Wheels program for low income, homebound seniors
throughout Boynton Beach. We do not charge our meal recipients for this service, so we use the GCC funds to
help purchase materials for the food preparation and delivery, as well as for volunteer driver recruitment,

training and recognition. Approximately 88 unduplicated clients were served during this grant period from these
funds and received a hot, healthy lunchtime meal as a reflection of these funds.
We have a new group of volunteers, three women from ages 76-81 that make their deliveries together each
Wednesday. They are part of a women’s golf group and like spending time together so much on Tuesday and
Thursday golfing, that they wanted to find something else to do. They chose MOW deliveries when one of the
women came across another volunteer sharing her stories. Now they deliver to 8 meal recipients on their route
and have brightened the days of those people as these ladies include them in their friendship and make them feel
so special. The ladies have expressed what fun they have in their day making the deliveries and how their eyes
have been opened to the needs of others in their own community that they had never realized were just around
the corner. As fellow seniors, they are a great refection of the heart of this program.

CHARITY NAME: West Palm Beach Library Foundation
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.WPBLF.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $21,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 108
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
Great Charity Challenge funds support Summer Learning programing at
the Mandel Public Library of West Palm Beach. For summer 2018, the
library expanded and diversified learning opportunities for young
learners by offering Kindergarten Prep, FSA (Florida Standards
Assessment) Prep and small group tutoring. Each seven-week program
offers families a way to tailor their child’s summer learning experience
through hands-on educational enrichment programs designed to help
children retain educational gains from the previous school year and
prepare to enter the next year ready to learn. Research shows that
students experience learning losses when they do not engage in
educational activities on a regular basis. This “summer slide” affects lowincome youth more dramatically than their higher income peers. In the
first week of Summer Academy 108 students attended certified teacherled Summer Learning programming and found a place to learn with
peers, support from teachers and the tools they needed to start the
upcoming school year ready to thrive.
One such student, Blade is entering 2nd grade in the fall. His mom signed him up for small group tutoring on
Sundays, a great option for her as a working mom. When she told Blade about his upcoming tutoring
appointment he was upset. He didn’t want to work on reading over the summer, but when he arrived, Ms.

Kristen, one of the library’s teachers made learning fun. When he left Blade even told his mom that he couldn’t
wait for next week! Mark is entering 3rd grade at a Title 1 school near the library. His mom was thrilled to sign
him up for the library’s free, FSA Prep class. Like Blade, Marc was not excited about “having to learn” over the
summer, but after attending the first session of FSA Prep he realized he could enjoy learning this summer.
Thanks to Great Charity Challenge funding the library employs teachers and purchases the supplies children
needed to provide an enriching, education filled and fun summer for children.
CHARITY NAME: Big Dog Ranch Rescue
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.bdrr.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $20,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 50
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
These funds have made it possible for us to transport 50
dogs from high-kill, rural shelters in Palm Beach
County, Miami County, Broward County, Georgia,
South Carolina and Texas to our 33-acre, cage-free
rescue facility in Loxahatchee. Once here, these dogs
have been medically cared for, spayed and neutered and
emotionally nourished while we work hard to match
them with their forever family.
This 8-year-old, senior pair was surrendered by their
owners to us at Big Dog Ranch Rescue. Hanna and
Vajja had clearly been together for some time and were
very attached. After being medically cleared we were
so happy to be able to be able to find a home for them
together!

CHARITY NAME: Christopher Aguirre Memorial Foundation
CHARITY WEBSITE: http://www.christophermemorial.org/
FUNDS RECEIVED: $19,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 65

HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
The Christopher Aguirre Memorial Foundation was a sponsor of the 2018 Wellington High School Art Show on
April 21st, 2018. There were forty artists on display with six winners and a total of $800 in prizes were
awarded to the high school students. Over 150 guests enjoyed the art. Congratulations to all the artists who were
selected to participate!
On May 16th, 2018, the Christopher Aguirre Memorial Foundation awarded Kaitlyn Osmond of Wellington
their 2018 scholarship award of $10,000 at Wellington High School. Kaitlyn will be attending Florida State
University in the Fall.
Our Foundation made local families very happy today (June 4, 2018)! We sent 10 children to Wellington Boys
and Girls Club for camp for the entire summer. We had tears of joy when I saw their faces!

CHARITY NAME: Florence Fuller Child Development Center’s Inc.
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.ffcdc.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $ 18,500
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 1400
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
Thanks to the funding received from the Great Charity Challenge the children attending Florence Fuller Child
Development Centers support our Early Childhood Educaton, After School/Out of School Time, Summer and
Family Support Program needs such as classroom supplies, nutritional classes, career counseling and assistance
with healtch care and housing services.
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION:

• Jan 9th – At both the East and West Campuses, we started a weekly yoga
class designed for our 4- and 5-year-old children. We have an outstanding
Certified Yogi Volunteer donating her time to bring this wonderful and
rewarding program to our children.
• Many volunteers continue to assist our children daily on each campus
engaging the community in our classes; i-Theatre classes, Spanish, library
time, to name a few that enriches our childrens learning. The volunteers say
often they learn from the children too.
• Feb 26th – Kicked off of a week-long Multi-Cultural Celebration held at
both campuses, including dance performances, flag presentations, and music.
Parents were invited to share with their children in this educational and fun
interactive event.
• Graduation is scheduled for August 2, 2018 at St. Andrews School. The
children have started rehearsals in preparation for graduation. Teachers and staff have been working
with the children on classroom transition and kindergarten transition.
SCHOOL-AGE/SUMMER CAMP:
•
•

Jan 17th – Fishing Club started for Afterschoolers Group 3 at East Campus. This was an 8-week program
presented by seniors at St. Andrews School to learn all about fishing.
Our school aged children ended their school year on a high note receiving high fives and applause from
staff, families and community. Summer Camp is now in full swing running from June 4-August 10,
2018. The children will participate in a variety of activities such as
o Tennis Camp
o Swim Lessons
o i-Theatre
o Raquetball
o Summer Reading Club
o Field Trips

FAMILY SUPPORT SERVICES:
•

•

•

Feb 28th – The East Campus children received Vision Screenings from our Volunteer Optometrist. Over
50 were children were screened and 6 were given referral services for follow-up care. The West Campus
children received Vision Screenings in March.
Mio Vazquez, Family Support Counselor at the West Campus helped and supported one parent that has
two special needs children, was unemployed, and suffered from elevated blood pressure and cholesterol.
After working with Mio Vazquez, the mother was gainfully employed, attended nutrition classes and
was able to reduce her blood pressure and cholesterol into normal limits and was able to obtain services
for her children.
Family Support Services provided monthly nutritional classes on each campus for parents to attend and
provided childcare and dinner.

CHARITY NAME: Children’s Home Society of Florida
CHARITY WEBSITE: http://www.chsfl.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $18,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 100
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
Jane came into care at the age of 4 years old. She was placed with a maternal relative for about a year before
being placed with two of her brothers at a non-relative placement. She remained with that family for about two
years. She did really well in their home and was hoping to be adopted by them. The family decided to adopt
her youngest brother but not Jane and the other brother; they came back into care. Jane was then placed in a
therapeutic foster home with her current caregiver where she has been for almost four years. She would love to
remain with her current foster mother although this foster mother is not interested in adopting. Jane has been
very vocal in her resistance to adoption since day one. At one point early on, we again worked to place Jane
with her brother. After several visits, the family felt that they could not move forward with Jane due to
extensive needs of both children. Another attempt was made to place Jane with the prior non-relative family
where her youngest brother was adopted. Due to her emotional pain of their prior rejection, she was unable to
accept their care. Though she is still very resistant to adoption, all professionals have been working with her to
heal and on the topic of adoption. She has been more open to attending
recruitment events and has been participating at them. This is how she was
able to meet a family from another county who had expressed interest in her
after seeing her profile on the website. This family came to meet her at one of
our recruitment events. After the event they expressed wanting to move
forward in the process to adopt Jane. There are still quite a few steps to the
process but the child and family remain willing and interested in moving
forward with Jane’s placement and hopeful adoption.

CHARITY NAME: Catholic Charities Elder Affairs Program
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.catholiccharitiesdpb.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $17,500.00
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 147
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
Funds received were applied toward the operating costs of the program which to date have benefited 147 clients
receiving guardianship, case management and information and referral services at the time the funds were

received. Case managers of the program work very closely with the clients to ensure their financial, medical,
personal, social and spiritual needs are met.
The submitted picture is of a guardianship client of the program who has recently celebrated her 100th birthday!
The case manager arranged with the nursing home to celebrate this
milestone including cake, decorations, balloons and residents. With
managed care and supervision of a guardian, clients receive
appropriate care and nutrition thus affording them to live longer. As
they age, elderly individuals are outliving their financial savings and
means to pay for care and guardianship service. As in this case, the
client receives continued guardianship service, regardless of inability
to pay for service, which includes application and management of
Medicaid benefits for nursing home placement including medical and
personal care. The case manager visits with her frequently and monitors her needs while communicating with
the care staff. Funds received from the Great Charity Challenge enable the Elder Affairs Program to continue to
provide much needed service to vulnerable elderly clients in our community
CHARITY NAME: Junior League of Boca Raton, Inc.
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.jlbr.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $17,000.00
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 650+
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
The mission of the Junior League of Boca Raton’s Community Garden is to cultivate the spirit of community
and enhance quality of life by creating and sustaining an organic garden of vegetables, flowers, plants, and
trees.
The garden fosters environmental sustainability and stewardship, advances horticultural and nutritional education,
provides a beautiful and natural retreat, and produces a healthy supplemental food source for its gardeners and
the hungry in our community. With this grant, the JLBR will be able to expand the pounds donated through the
gardener produce donations and food drive events held at the garden from 1,200 pounds towards our long-term
target of 2,000 pounds.
The funds received will be used as follows, at the start of growing season in the fall:
•

To replace current wood beds with recycled-plastic beds ($10,000). Wood deteriorates too quickly and it
cracks, rots, and is prone to mildew & mold. After a short period of time, it needs to be replaced and is an
unnecessary periodic expense. Recycled plastic plots will add value to the garden and increase interest for
private leasing, which in turn will help to grow more food to be donated to Boca Helping Hands.
o We currently have 3 sizes in the garden: (20) 4’X4’X10”, (23) 4’X8’X10”, & (54) 4’x12’x10”

o The costs to replace each plot by size are as follows: 4’x4’ at $159.95, 4’x8’ at $259.95, and 4’x12’
at $369.95
o A full replacement cannot be completed at this time with the available grant funds as we currently
have 23 plots in need of replacement. At an average cost of $263 a piece, we can replace 38 plots
with the recycled plastic.

Photo of wooden plots at the Garden.

Example of recycled plastic plot.

•

To install raised garden plots ($1,500). We would like to install raised garden plots for persons with
physical disabilities and mobility issues; either wheelchair bound or difficulty with kneeling.
o We will install up to 5 new plots: 39.4"L x 30.8"W x 31.5"H
at $199.99 each or 70"L x 30.7"W x 31.5"H at $279.00 each.
Further expansion of the garden will add to the bounty being
donated to food banks and provide additional interest and
accessibility for the surrounding community. There has been
interest from the gardeners for raised beds.

•

To further develop the Food Forest ($2,000). To further develop the Food Forest, we require more fruit
bearing foliage, trees, herbs and vegetables plants. Permaculture shows us that if we design using
observation and bio-mimicry of nature, land can be restored to an abundance that supports all living things.
•
To beautify the garden and creating an inviting green space for the
community to enjoy ($2,500). The wood that is in place in the pergola
needs to be re-stained and painted signage needs to be repainted. An
overall refresh of the existing structures as most have not had upgrades
since the gardens inception. In addition, we would like to add a vertical
garden for seedlings/herbs, a potato patch and add additional compost
tubes in the food forest. Additional food would be grown from these items
for donation.

•

To market, advertise and promote the community garden ($2,000). Extensive renovations have been
completed since initial promotional videos, marketing & advertisements. We would like to showcase the

JLBR garden as it the largest community garden in the state of Florida so we can further expand the
garden, increase plots which in turn increase donations to our partner food bank, Boca Helping Hands.
CHARITY NAME: Achievement Centers for Children & Families
CHARITY WEBSITE: http://www.AchievementCentersFL.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $19,500 ($16,500 from event and $3,000 from Best Costume BONUS)
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT:
We provide high-quality early learning programs for 120 young children, out-of-school programming for 580
school-age children, and family support services for 480 families.
HOW WHERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
The 2018 Great Charity Challenge funds directly supported the
service delivery to the adjacent vulnerable communities we serve in
Delray Beach. The children and families in our care are vulnerable to
abject poverty, low education attainment, and poor health outcomes;
therefore they are in of need preventative as well as restorative
services. Children receive evidence-based curricula through four
program pillars: academics, the arts, physical wellness, and socioemotional learning. Families are taught strategies through which they
can meaningfully engage in their child’s development and have
access to referrals, linkages, and case management through our
family strengthening services.
The results of the Great Charity Challenge support is evident in the
smiles of our students. As a specific example, our preschool
graduation was held Friday, June 1st where preschoolers donned
their cap and gowns to walk across the stage in celebration of their
kindergarten readiness. Please see our graduation pictures below.
Thank you for making moments like this possible for students that might not otherwise have these opportunities
available.

CHARITY NAME: Busch Wildlife Sanctuary, Inc.
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.buschwildlife.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $16,000.00
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: As of January 1st, 2018, our wildlife
hospital has treated 2,322 sick, injured or orphaned wild animals.
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
The funds that Busch Wildlife Sanctuary received from the Great Charity Challenge has been utilized to provide
free comprehensive medical care to 2,310 sick, injured or orphaned wild animals.
We are happy to report that over 1,000 of those patients have already been returned to their native habitat.
Though manned by volunteers, our wildlife rescue vehicle has
responded to over 500 rescues. These specially trained volunteers are
proved with protective gear, medical equipment and kennels thanks to
your organization.
Over 50,000 visitors have enjoyed the Sanctuary for only a donation
and over 11,000 guests have participated in our educational
presentations. Funds received from the Great Charity Challenge have
helped care for our permanent collection of animal ambassadors, many
of which are here due to human related injury or illness.

GRAND PRIX SOCIETY: ZIEGLER FAMILY FOUNDATION
Since its first year in 2011, the Great Charity Challenge presented by Fidelity Investments® (GCC) has been a
great avenue for many equestrian families to give back to the community.
Led by the Ziegler Family Foundation, the Grand Prix Society was first introduced for donors over
$50,000 in 2016.
The addition of the Grand Prix Society to the Great Charity Challenge diversifies the event’s reach and
continues to ensure the long-term success of the Palm Beach County's leading service organizations.
On behalf of the entire team at Equestrian Sport Productions and the Great Charity Challenge, we wish to thank
the Ziegler Family Foundation for their efforts in furthering the GCC’s mission and taking the lead on this
initiative.
About the Ziegler Family Foundation:
The Ziegler Family Foundation is committed to making investments to increase the quality of life in the
communities in which they live.
The following grants were awarded on Saturday February 3, 2018, by the Ziegler Family Foundation:
CHARITY NAME: Adopt-A-Family of the Palm Beaches, Inc.
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.adoptafamilypbc.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $5,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 46 children (from 37 households) have
been served since the grant award was received.
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
The incredibly generous grant award from the Ziegler Family Foundation was designated to support Adopt-AFamily’s afterschool and summer program, Project Grow. Project Grow serves elementary school students from
homeless and impoverished households. The program aims to reverse academic deficits and alleviate the
debilitating impact of homelessness and poverty through a holistic curriculum that includes hands-on
experiential learning, one-on-one tutoring, mental health services, life-enriching experiences, recreation on a
turf field and playground, access to technology, academic advising, parental engagement, and a safe and
supportive environment.
As stated in the agency’s grant application, the award from the Ziegler Family Foundation will be used entirely
to support the day-to-day operations of Project Grow which include the following expenses: classroom supplies,
nutritious snacks, enriching field trips, maintenance of the Project Grow school bus, building maintenance, and

staff salaries and benefits. The support is especially critical during summer months when funding is less
abundant and operational expenses increase dramatically as a result of the program’s expanded operational
hours (7:30am-6:00pm) and the need for additional staff to maintain the proper teacher-student ratio throughout
the day and on field trips.
The support of the Ziegler Family Foundation made an immediate impact on the children served by Project
Grow. First, the funds were used to purchase nutritious snacks for the students who participated in Project
Grow’s afterschool program and Spring Break Camp. Second, the support was used to purchase classroom
supplies (paper, glue, and staplers) for crafts as well as a forehead thermometer. Finally, the grant was used to
support Project Grow’s dynamic 2018 summer camp. Because many of the students are delayed academically
due to their unstable home life, Project Grow takes advantage of the extended time with the children during the
summer to reinforce academic principles and prepare the students for the next grade level. In addition, Project
Grow camp exposes the students to experiences and activities that ensure that they are not limited or isolated by
their disadvantaged economic status. This summer the students will participate in activities like swimming,
gardening, story-time soccer, and fishing and take exciting field trips each week. The Ziegler Family
Foundation grant was used to fund a field trips (tickets, lunch, and transportation) to Jungle Island during the
second week of camp. The trip has been an unforgettable highlight of the year for Project Grow students and
teachers alike. Adopt-A-Family and the staff of Project Grow are very grateful for the joy and memories that
the students experienced as a direct result of the generosity of the Ziegler Family Foundation.
SUCCESS STORY
Sandy* first came to Project Grow scared and heartbroken. Her father had tragically passed away and with him,
the sense of stability of their home and livelihood. Her mother worked incredibly hard to support her family
and Sandy was grateful for that, and even though her mother did everything she could possibly do, they still had
a very low income and struggled to get by.
English was Sandy's second language and her mother spoke very limited English, so Sandy struggled to
understand her homework, make friends, and feel any sense of self-confidence. In addition to educational
challenges, Sandy suffered from significant dental issues, but due to her family's lack of insurance coverage,
those issues went untreated. She was a very picky eater but loved candy, which exacerbated her dental
problems. Sandy missed school often as a result of feeling ill.
Sandy started attending Project Grow and immediately began receiving academic services, including one-onone tutoring from Literacy AmeriCorps the School District of Palm Beach County. Sandy was linked to mental
health services to cope with the loss of her father. After participating in the “Grow it, Try It, Like It” nutrition
classes at Project Grow, she learned that she could substitute fruit for candy. Adopt-A-Family was able to
connect Sandy’s mother to dental and health services for her family, and Sandy has since received the dental
treatment she needed. The teachers and staff worked with Sandy’s mother to help her support her daughter’s
academic progress and growth.
Over the course of the year, Sandy transformed from a shy, withdrawn, and insecure Kindergartener who cried
daily to an outgoing and engaged 1st grader. This past year, she was absent from school much less often and has
even become a leader in her Project Grow classroom. Her reading skills have improved significantly, her dental
and overall health has improved significantly, and she has gained immense self-confidence. Sandy enjoys
participating in science experiments in Project Grow and dreams of one day becoming a police officer.
*Name changed to protect privacy of child.

NAME: Area Agency on Aging Palm Beach/Treasure Coast Inc.
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.youradrc.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $5,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: In process.
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
1) Based on prior funding, about 150 individuals have gone through the Powerful Tools for Caregiver
trainings in four of the five counties we serve. This is group of potential participants we can pull from as
attendees for the educational support group component. At the present time, we have identified three
facilitators (two in Palm Beach County; one in the Treasure Coast); we have located sites where these
groups will meet and we are compiling a schedule/agenda of speakers for this component. The types of
topics to be covered include: elder law; adult day and respite care alternatives and hospice services.
2) Through a collaboration with a local not for profit mobile medical health provider, we have
implemented depression, mental health, nutrition screenings and a component of education through
evidence based programs of the Agency. This services were provided to the senior population as well as
to the uninsured.
These services were delivered by medical professionals and community health workers. As we have
identified two trained Community Health Workers to assist in this project, we are requesting the ability
to use this portion of the funding to either provide additional educational classes to the community or to
provide additional services that could include transportation to the grocery store or similar, reducing
social isolation and improving nutritional levels.
The photo shows one of the Agency’s trained Evidence Based Program
facilitator providing an educational session on nutrition to a group of seniors.
This particular facilitator is one of the three people selected for the educational
support group component discussed above. As an additional note, the facilitator
is wearing an Area Agency logoed shirt that was made possible due to the
generosity of last years’ grant from the Ziegler Family Foundation.

CHARITY NAME: Boys & Girls Clubs of Palm Beach County
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.bgcpbc.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $5,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 4
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
BGCPBC serves all children, especially those who need us the most. Our 13 Clubs are strategically located in
the economically challenged communities and are attended by children whose parents cannot afford afterschool
programs. With the generosity of the Zeigler Foundation, BGCPBC was able to fund four children for the ten
weeks of summer camp. Below is a brief profile of the recipients:
A grandmother, who has full custody of her three grandchildren (ages 6, 8, 9) works fulltime to support these
children. She receives no state or county assistance, and the mother and father are entirely out of the children’s
lives. She came to the Wellington Club in need of help, as she had missed the filing date for the county’s
summer vouchers. She was desperate as these children could not be left alone all day. With the funds received
from the Zeigler Foundation, we were able to scholarship her 3 grandchildren for ten weeks of camp including,
ten field trips each child (for a total of 30 field trips), 3 T-shirts for field trips, breakfast, lunch, and snack every
day and full participation in all summer programming. These children will now be attending the Club during the
school year as well relieving the grandmother of the stress and worry about afterschool programs and finding
the funding for that purpose.
Another family we were able to help with the funds from the Zeigler Foundation had a unique situation. A
mother was given temporary custody of her two children (ages 8, 11), while a nasty custody battle ensues.
Documentation (such as birth certificate etc. ) for her child remains in possession of the dad (despite the award
of custody). Because of that, this mom was unable to get a county voucher for her 11 year old (both children are
full-time members of the Wellington Club.) With the remainder of the funds from the Zeigler grant, the
Wellington Club was able to scholarship this child (who is ineligible for the county’s summer voucher
program). The award covers tuition for camp $120 per week, 10 field trips for the summer, one T-shirt for field
trips, breakfast, lunch, and snack every day as well as full participation in all camp programming.
Without the scholarship program, these children would have no place to go making it difficult if not impossible
for the mother and grandmother to work fulltime. Additionally, these children would not have the opportunity to
play, explore, and participate in activities that will stimulate their imagination, encourage academic
engagement, and enrich their lives.
BGCPBC is grateful for the Zeigler Foundation’s support and generosity.
Please note photos of the teens will be provided during next fund use update.

CHARITY NAME: Habitat for Humanity of Palm Beach County
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.habitatpbc.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $5,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 4 - The Ortiz Family
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED? PLEASE SHARE A STORY (or more) OF THE
BENEFACTORS:
Construction support
Jaclyn Ortiz is the proud mother of three children, Natasia (19), Kayla (15), and Jaylen (10). Jaclyn has been
employed with Iconic Eye Care for over 2 years. She was living in a trailer that suffered severe damage during
Hurricane Irma, forcing the family to move to an apartment. Jaclyn is very excited to become a homeowner and
her children are proud of Jaclyn’s strength and sacrifices.
“These past few months have been difficult, but I am at peace knowing we will soon move into a Habitat home.
My family and I are thrilled to have a strong structure that will endure any storm both literally and
metaphorically.” - Jaclyn

CHARITY NAME: Hospice of Palm Beach County Foundation
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.trustbridgefoundation.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $5,000
Fund use report not provided.

CHARITY NAME: Literacy Coalition of Palm Beach County
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.literacypbc.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $5,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 87 people
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED? PLEASE SHARE A STORY (or more) OF THE
BENEFACTORS:
The funds were used to provide instruction for 72 adults and 15 children. The adult students were divided into
four classes based on their literacy level. Of the 66 students who were in class for at least two testing periods,
79 percent improved their test scores by at least 20 points.
The preschool teacher recorded each child’s progress on a checklist of competencies that must be mastered in
order for a child to be prepared to read and write. All of the children have made significant, age-appropriate
improvements in their emergent literacy skills during this period in
areas such as knowing the alphabet/shapes/colors, describing stories in their own words and
reciting nursery rhymes.

From left to right, please see photo descriptions below (1-3)

Photo 1: On March 1, 2018, the parents and children in our Glades Family Education program celebrated Dr.
Seuss’ birthday. Parents helped their children make “Thing 1, 2 or 3” headbands and a bookmark. They played
games inspired by Dr. Seuss books and selected a Dr. Seuss book to take home and keep.
Photo 2: On May 24, 2018, four children graduated from the Glades Family Education preschool class in order
to start kindergarten in August, though they may continue to attend class during the summer. They have gained
the important school readiness skills that lead to academic success.
Photo 3: After getting married and becoming pregnant with her first child at age 15, Maria and her husband
moved to Belle Glade. Maria got a job in agriculture: planting celery, cleaning and wrapping lettuce and
weeding fields. Working in the fields and not having the English skills she needed to find a less labor-intensive
job was frustrating for Maria. She often felt that she was being taken advantage of because she didn’t

understand English.
A coworker told Maria about Glades Family Education and she enrolled with her child, Sherlyn, who was three
years old. For two years, Maria and Sherlyn studied together. Maria’s English improved and her daughter
excelled. When Sherlyn graduated from the preschool program, she was well prepared to enter kindergarten.
Sherlyn is now eight years old and receives academic recognition every year. When Maria’s son Ivan turned
three this year, she knew that she wanted to return to school to continue to improve her English skills. She also
wanted Ivan to be as well prepared and successful academically as her daughter has been. Maria especially
enjoys the weekly PACT (Parent and Child Together) time when she can see Ivan’s progress and gain the skills
to continue to support his learning at home. Maria is excited about her own increasing language skills, too.
After a recent kitchen accident left her hands badly burned, Maria was grateful to have the English language
skills she needed to communicate with her doctors. She says she is confident and brave now. She is no longer
afraid to go shopping or attend meetings at her daughter’s school.

CHARITY NAME: Palm Beach County Food Bank
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.pbcfoodbank.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $5,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 2,400
Figured by taking $5000, value of a pound of food 1.67 equals 2,994 pounds. Divided by 1.25 average meal
equals 2,395 meals, one per person.
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
We appreciate the gracious donation from the Great Charity Challenge. We used
these funds to support our core program, Food Recovery and Distribution. These
funds helped us distribute food at no cost to more than 100 front line hunger relief
agencies (food kitchens, food pantries, etc.) across Palm Beach County.
More Than Conquers Ministries (MTCM) (one of the Food Bank’s partner
agencies) has their food pantry every Wednesday afternoon in a quiet part of
Riviera Beach. MTCM’s pantry started a little less than three years ago, and has
grown tremendously during that time, often serving over 2,000 clients in a month.
MTCM prides itself on running a client-choice pantry, where clients can choose
the foods they want in an effort to reduce waste. MTCM is so passionate about
making sure that food does not go to waste, that they will donate any bread left
over after a pantry distribution to a local goat farm.

CHARITY NAME: The Arc of Palm Beach County
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.arcpbc.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $5,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 54
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
The funds received from The Great Charity Challenge were deposited into The Arc of Palm Beach County
annual fund to support the Art d’Arc Artisan Program. The Artisan program allows creative adults with
developmental disabilities the opportunity to earn commission-based income from the sales of unique mosaics
and artwork in the community. Students not only create art, they participate in life skills and pre-employment
training which promotes independence. Our artisans then apply the customer service, retail, and social skills the
gain marketing and selling their artwork at retail outlets, popup shops and local festivals like Artigras and
Sunfest. This May, our Artisans were featured at The Bloom pop-up shop at The Gardens Mall in the weeks
leading up to Mother’s Day. The pop-up shop featured a new original line of flower-themed artisan pieces
honoring mothers and celebrating The Arc’s 60th anniversary, as well as special events including motherdaughter paint and mingles. Participating Artisans gained valuable on-the-job experience while earning
commissioned-based income. The attached photos provide a glimpse into the difference this program makes in
the lives of the people we serve.

CHARITY NAME: Urban Youth Impact
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.urbanyouthimpact.com
FUNDS RECEIVED: $5,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 120
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED? PLEASE SHARE A STORY (or more) OF THE
BENEFACTORS:
Funds received were utilized to carry on the work of The Leadership Academy Afterschool Program (TLA). TLA
is a necessary “on-ramp” to UYI programming which provides a continuum of services from Kindergarten to
college, increasing a student’s chances for future success with each passing year. UYI is accommodating to

parents by providing transportation from school and home. TLA participants receive academic assistance,
character development, social skills, emotional guidance, and spiritual enrichment five days per week from 2:30
– 5:30. The focus of TLA is literacy. While reading statistics in Palm Beach County may be grim, this year 96%
of children attending The Leadership Academy improved their reading ability, and 72% are reading on
grade level compared to a baseline of 11% in September.
The following report from Literacy Specialist Lauren Kile illustrates the effect of this program:
Ryah is a 3rd-grade student who has attended Urban Youth Impact afterschool programs since kindergarten.
Last year, Ryah went into Mrs. Lauren’s 2nd-grade class with a poor attitude and low reading scores. Mrs.
Lauren quickly realized that Ryah’s biggest struggle, and the reason she was acting out, was her endless hours
of attempting reading homework without success. Ryah was reading below grade level and felt that she could
never catch up.
To help students in their reading ability, TLA uses the Reading Plus computer-based software reading
curriculum. As a result, Urban Youth Impact is now able to align program activities with the school day
activities in fun and meaningful ways to increase student engagement. Ryah worked hard in Reading Plus,
tutoring, and one-on-one coaching during center time to improve her reading with Mrs. Lauren. Ryah even
continued tutoring throughout the summer and was able to start 3rd grade with improved reading scores. Ryah
continues to be motivated to read by a few external factors, such as treasure box picks and treats, and is more
and more excited about getting on Reading Plus and participating in tutoring. She has improved this year by two
levels on Reading Plus.

CHARITY NAME: YMCA of South Palm Beach County
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.ymcaspbc.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $5,000
Note that the $5,000 grant was split equally between the Boca and Boynton YMCA branches. Each fund use
report is included below.
Peter Blum Family Branch - Boca
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 25

HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
The funds received were used to provide scholarships to children for our summer day camp and after school
programs. Activities include: games, art and sports enrichment, songs, swim lessons, Y Bikes, and more. There
was one child, Justin, whose father passed away suddenly. The mother was searching for stability for her child
so in light of the situation, we decided to provide full financial assistance. The family was grateful for the
opportunity and the child enjoyed his time at camp.

DeVos-Blum Branch - Boynton
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 26
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
The funds were used to provide scholarships to children for our summer day camp program. Activities include:
games, art classes, songs, engineering, swim lessons, reading and more. One child, Jeramiah was so
overwhelmed and grateful for the opportunity to be at camp that he ran up to our Director at the end of the first
day and gave her a big hug. When he went home that night he wrote a thank you note to give her the next day.

BONUS GRANT AWARDED BY THE WINNING TEAM
Due to their outstanding in ring performance, Team SpyCoast/Preston presented the following surprise
grant.
CHARITY NAME: Meals on Wheels of the Palm Beaches, Inc.
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.mowpb.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $15,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 200
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
We purchased two microwaves for our kitchen and provided subsidy for some of our clients.
Chatty’s story:
This client is a 91 year old, Korean War Veteran.
Expeditioner – Admitted in the Fellowship Royal Geographic Society (U.K) and the Fellowship Explorers Club
of New York. Most remarkable exploration was a hunt for Marco Polo’s sheep. He was the first photographer
and hunter to go into Pamirs, the border of China/Russia and Pakistan. He was the first person to have a motion
picture of all the boundary areas of Pakistan and lectured across the U.S. on his findings.
Chattey eventually formed a management-consulting firm in New York and worked on a major project, “Icon
Eerie”. Soon after, there was a book written about his intended project titled, “Chattey’s Island”. Chatty came
to MOWPB after losing his wife in 2015.
Pauline’s Story:
This client is 92, worked 58 years as a Registered Nurse at JFK Hospital in Florida and retired at the age of 79.
Polly was accepted in the last class of Cadet Nurses at St. Ann’s School of Nursing in 1945. Her name appears
on a large monument in Arlington Cemetery outside of Washington D.C. Both her daughter and a
granddaughter are Nurses. Her daughter has a Master’s degree in Nursing and her granddaughter is an ER
Nurse at Duke University Hospital.
“I love the variety of fruits and vegetables, especially the
fish I get from Meals on Wheels; I’m from the Northeast,
so I love fish! The volunteers are the best! They provide
me great companionship.”

GRANTS RANDOMLY DRAWN DURING THE 2018 GCC
CHARITY NAME: Our Sister’s Place, Inc.
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.oursistersplace.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $8,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 40
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED? We used the funds to expand our emergency
shelter/transitional housing program by securing a new facility that will house up to 12 more clients. The funds
helped to pay the rent, utilities and cost of our housing for survivors of domestic violence and their children.
They have found a safe and nurturing environment in which to heal, both physically and emotionally while
continuing to save and prepare for permanent housing of their own. We have saved the lives of individuals who
had nowhere safe to go, could not afford housing at the time of the abusive incident and who felt they were out
of options. The most dangerous time for a family is when they leave the abusive relationship and we have been
able to provide them with safety and hope for a better future.
“Karen” and her son “Kevin” had endured years of domestic abuse. Her husband and father of Kevin had
begun to turn his years of verbal, emotional and psychological abuse to the physical level, leaving them both
scared and insecure. He made them live in the guest house and began to systematically try to get them to leave.
As a contractor, he knew how to remove doors, take out plumbing, take out appliances and he did so. He
removed the beds and other furniture. They were left to live and sleep in the laundry room. They had no access
to cook or keep food. They had no plumbing so they had no bathroom or shower. In a fit of rage, he had the
electricity turned out so they were living in the dark.
“Karen” had her cell phone and was able to use it to find our agency. Because of the generosity of the Great
Charity Challenge, we were able to house them in our expanded facility, provide food, clothing and other
necessities. They received counseling and education and “Karen” joined our support group. Her son has also
received counseling and art therapy to help him express his feelings about the trauma and abuse he has endured.
“Karen” has found employment and her son has summer jobs at Publix and at Our Sister’s Place before he
returns to school in August. They are learning that they can not only survive, they can also thrive. They are
saving for a permanent home and we continue to work with them on their legal issues (through our pro bono
attorney). They are strengthening daily and will soon be starting their new life, free of abuse and pain.
We are so grateful for your support; there are many “Karen” and “Kevins” in our community who are enduring
verbal, emotional, psychological, financial and physical abuse. Together, The Great Charity Challenge and Our
Sister’s Place, Inc. are bringing them hope and options for a new life.
* Please note that we cannot send photos due to confidentiality and the safety of our clients.
CHARITY NAME: Sweets Foundation, Inc.

CHARITY WEBSITE: www.sweetsfoundation.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $8,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: Approx 1000
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
The GCC funds were used as part of our Palm Beach Student Supplies Plus Program. Together with other funds
raised we were able to provide help and supplies to approximately 1000 fourth grade students across 8 Palm
Beach County elementary schools. This included the purchase of general school supplies needed by all the
schools as well as items to meet the specific needs for each school and individual students. General supplies
included items such as paper, pencils, notebooks, crayons and markers. School specific items included
classroom headphones and recess equipment. Individual needs supplied included hygiene supplies (such as
soap, toothbrushes and shampoo), pants shirts, shoes and food. Students with specific needs received items such
as sleepwear, backpacks and cookware for home. In addition, every child that we surveyed received a book of
their own to keep. We learned that for quite a few children this was the first book they have owned.
Below is a breakdown of some of the items we were able to supply this year:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1000+ books for students and classrooms
200+ articles of clothing, including school pants and shirts
450+ toothbrushes and toothpaste
Hundreds of other personal items such as shampoo, soap and deoderant
200 Classroom Headphones
20 cases of paper
5000+ pencils

From left to right: students showing off their new books; backpacks, clothes and school supplies; happy teachers shopping.

CHARITY NAME: Caridad Center
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.caridad.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $6,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT?
As of February 2018, Caridad Center served 2,928 uninsured adults and children with free medical, dental,
mental health and vision care. Of those 2,928 helped, 332 children unable to afford care received access to free
medical and dental services. Through the dedication of our volunteer healthcare providers and compassionate
staff, we are bridging the gap between quality healthcare and Palm Beach County's poor and uninsured.
HOW THE FUNDS WERE RECEIVED UTILIZED?
Since receiving funding in February 2018, the Great Charity Challenge helped 148 children receive medical
care in 363 visits (average is $55/visit). The funding helped patients like Nahidge Macajoux, a 12-year old
Diabetic Type I patient, dependent on insulin. Nahidge is a child of a single mother who struggles on a daily
basis to provide the basic needs for her two daughters. Dealing with socioeconomic challenges, managing
Nahidge's illness became difficult for her mother. Nahidge’s story touched all of us here at Caridad. There was
no other choice but to ensure that Nahidge receives the proper medical treatment and help for her family. As
the only free clinic in Palm Beach County providing specialty care, Nahidge was immediately seen by an
Endocrinologist at Caridad Center. A few months later, Nahidge was navigated to a local Pediatric
Endocrinologist through our low-cost healthcare provider network. Furthermore, Nahidge is now enrolled in a
medication assistance program for her insulin. Assistance with her medication is a huge relief for the family, as
insulin can be costly. In addition to medication assistance Nahidge's mother also received emergency aid for
food so she can manage her daughter’s special diet. Before arriving at Caridad Center, Nahidge struggled
socially in school making friends and dealing with the daily ailments of her Diabetes. She was referred to our
mental health program with volunteer psychiatrist Dr. Vincent Abad. Dr. Abad helped Nahidge recognize her
stresses of everyday life and other issues that were arising. Because of this intervention, Nahidge has improved
her social skills and feels more comfortable making friends at school. She was also chosen to participate in a
unique art project with famous sculpture artist Alexander Krivosheiw. The project chose a group of children
from the clinic to create a design of their choice and Krivosheiw would sculpt it for showcasing. Nahidge was a
finalist and visited numerous art galas in Palm Beach County. Nahidge' story is a testament to the
comprehensive care provided at Caridad Center! Our intervention will give Nahidge a bright and healthy
future!
From left to right: Nahidge with her mother, one of her first
visits to Caridad Center; Nahidge at the one of the various
art galleries she had visited in Palm Beach County; Nahidge
(left), with volunteer psychiatrist Dr. Vincent Abad.

CHARITY NAME: Wycliffe Charities Foundation
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.WycliffeCharities.com
FUNDS RECEIVED: $6,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: This season as many as 20 participants will
benefit from new training and equipment. Many more will be assisted in the years to come.
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
The Great Charity Challenge grant enables Wycliffe Charities to support the Palm Beach School for Autism’s
Project Next, a new culinary academy program to provide a transition to adulthood for individuals with autism.
It is designated to purchase needed materials and equipment.
The program will end the cycle of unemployment and isolation for
these individuals by providing a comprehensive initiative focused
on job training, technology training, community-based instruction,
travel training, health, wellness and nutrition. Participants will gain
training and experience in the areas of culinary, hospitality and
micro-enterprise.

CHARITY NAME: CityHouse Delray Beach, Inc.
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.cityhousedelray.com
FUNDS RECEIVED: $5,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 16
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED? PLEASE SHARE A STORY (or more) OF THE
BENEFACTORS: “I came into CityHouse at a very vulnerable point in my life. I was pregnant with my
second child, which was a blessing, but I didn’t have any close family nearby or a church to support me during
this point in my life. With no high- school diploma, I did not have stable employment or much savings. Over
the course of my life I became very angry and bitter and guarded as it was hard to trust anyone due to my past.
Since coming to CityHouse, they have supported me physically and emotionally during the birth of my child
such as throwing me a baby shower and providing supplies to help take care of my baby. They have also
supported me in my decision to focus on my education and provided financial assistance during that journey. As
a result, I was able to get my high school diploma and was accepted into Palm Beach State in the summer of
2017. CityHouse helped me gain understanding as to the way a family is supposed to love and support you
properly. The CityHouse women, children and staff have become a part of my family. I feel rejuvenated and
hopeful that once I leave CityHouse, I have laid a foundation of love, stability, and trust so once I go into the
world outside of what God has provided for me here, I will be able to thrive without any worries of failure. God

has done something new in my life. CityHouse has been a great blessing to me and my children in my life I will
never forget.” – CityHouse Graduate
Please note that due to the confidential nature of our program, we are unable to share client photos.

CHARITY NAME: The Boca Raton Children’s Museum
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.cmboca.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $5,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 25,000
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
The Great Charity Challenge funds were partly used to support the Earth Day
and Recycled Fashion Show Event on April 21, 2018. This event celebrated
Earth Day as we gathered together and appreciated our planet as well as
learned new ways to care for it and keep it healthy. The event included ecofriendly art projects, recycled fashion show, live entertainment (DJ), bounce
house and food truck. In keeping with Earth Day principles and concepts, the
fashion show featured child created garments made 100% from materials that
would normally be discarded. The Museum opened for the community after
the event ended and was a huge success! The Deputy Mayor of Boca Raton
made an Earth Day Proclamation that day as well.

CHARITY NAME: Oasis Compassion Agency
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.oasiscompassion.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $4,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 50
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
The funds were used toward our Career Center programs. This includes our ESOL, Job Placement, Case
Management and Training Classes. Below is one of our many success stories for your review:
María del Carmen González, 62 years old, is originally from El Salvador. Maria was working part- time and
needed assistance in finding a full-time position and help with food. Her level of English was minimal and
needed to improve her computer skills. Although her self-esteem was affected by the circumstances, Maria was
willing to let herself be guided and take the necessary steps to have a better future.

Our Case Manager enrolled her immediately in English and computer classes. She was a regular student in our
training room, where she learned Microsoft Word, PowerPoint and Excel. Even after she graduated the
computer class she would still come and spend her time learning and improving her skills. She also started
working with our Job Counselor on Resume Building, Job Search, and Interview Skills.
Maria soon started working full-time at Almost Family, a provider of home health nursing, rehabilitation and
personal care services, but it was not enough. At this point, her self-esteem was stronger and her language skills
were good enough to work so she wanted to further her career in the healthcare field and needed
assistance/guidance studying and preparing for the CNA exam. It was not easy but Maria did not give up. She
visited the Career Center each week to study and practice for the test with the help of our staff members. Her
visits to Oasis fueled her spirit and helped her to strengthen her confidence.
On April 9, 2018, Maria visited us with a beautiful smile on her face and the good
news that she had passed the Certified Nurses Assistant exams on the first attempt
(pictured on the left, Maria is in the middle).
We are so proud of her accomplishments! María’s actions demonstrates that it is
never too late to learn. She is an example to other clients in the same situation and
renews our resolve in the tasks we perform daily of helping low-income families in
our community take the necessary steps to improve their quality of life, guiding
them, and giving them hope.
Thank you again for including Oasis in your 2018 grant program.

CHARITY NAME: Vinceremos Therapeutic Riding Center
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.vinceremos.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $4,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 10
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
Okeeheelee Middle School has two classes for children with intellectual disabilities one followed the regular
regimen of the school and the second group came to Vinceremos and participated in Vinceremos’ Equine
Assisted Learning(EAL) program for 10 weeks. The EAL program follows the educational standards set by the
school district. The children are given various tasks to accomplish, they are given various tools and a goal - but
they are not told how to accomplish the goal. They learn to rely on each other to solve the problem. The two
groups were tested at the end of the 10 weeks by each group being given the same task to accomplish. The
group that had attended the program at the farm had learned that working together they were able to solve
problems. The exciting part was not the solving of the problem, it was that they collaborated with each other.
The group that stayed at school tried to solve it individually without collaboration. The horses had taught them
about working together. You see the group at the farm had a horse in their group too. So while they were trying
to accomplish the task they had to care for the horse at the same time, holding the lead, asking him to walk. The

horse may also have been the task - how do you get the horse to move without a lead into a circle at the other
end of the arena? They worked together to encourage the horse with their arms, creating an aisle for the horse to
walk down. Asking for help, staying safe and making a plan are standards set out by the school system. This
group learned with the help of a horse. The success of this program has encouraged 4 schools to participate in
the EAL program this Fall. Thank you for allowing us to share the horse as a teacher and what you have made
possible for the children in our community!
From left to right: group from the school, three boys from the group who qualified to show at the State Special Olympics Games in
Ocala dressed in their show attire (three of them came home with medals) and pictured Allyn Mann, presenting trophies at Global
Dressage Festival!

CHARITY NAME: West Jupiter Community Group, Inc.
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.ewrunnerctr.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $3,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT:
107 children between the ages of 5 and 13 years old
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
The funds were used towards our summer camp for education field trips as well as camp t-shirts for our
campers.

CHARITY NAME: Four Corners of Faith, Inc.
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.fourcornersoffaithinc.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $2,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: Four Corners of Faith was able to impact
the lives of 70-75 homeless individuals every Wednesday with the assistance of this grant.
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED? PLEASE SHARE A STORY (or more) OF THE
BENEFACTORS: Four Corners of Faith vigorously worked to achieve our goal by regularly serving a hot
meal every Wednesday evening starting around 6 pm at Currie Park. The fund was used to make sure we
continued to have enough supplies such as cups, paper plates, forks, spoons, cooking pans, etc. To embark on
our mission of ensuring the unsheltered that we come across with a hot meal. FCOF understands that not having
a meal is a major challenge and the issue of hunger can be changed by our example, not by our opinion. ONE
MEAL, ONE OUTCOME, ONE LIFE CHANGED; TWO MEALS, TWO OUTCOMES, TWO LIVES
CHANGED! We want to be the one to provide the cushion for the people while we all figure out together,
knowing that we can be that change.

CHARITY NAME: YWCA of Palm Beach Cou nty, Inc
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.ywcapbc.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $2,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: None yet.
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
Plans for the funds are to help us in the movement of the Royal Palm Beach Child Development Center which
provides services to 67 low income children. We are still seeking a location, and have had great difficulty in
finding one. We are hopeful that the Village will work with us and give us an extension to our current deadline

of June 30th. If unfortunately we have to close the center without a place to move, the funds will be utilized with
our after school program for girls in the Glades.

CHARITY NAME: Feeding the Hungry
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.feedingthehungryinc.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $ 1,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 1000
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
We purchased different kinds of food, including meat which is an item that many people can not afford. We buy
it at 19 cents a pound. We were able to distribute many pallets of foods to mobile home communities and are
hoping to continue doing it throughout the year.

CHARITY NAME: HomeSafe
CHARITY WEBSITE: http://www.helphomesafe.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $1,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: Approximately 40 at-risk children ages 817 were helped by this grant.
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
HomeSafe applied the Great Charity Challenge Grant toward $1,277 worth of activities that were provided
during spring break to the abused and neglected children and teens in our residential programs. The outings
included a Miami Heat game, movies, bowling, and trips to Hot Shots Paintball, Atlantis Skateway, and Off the
Wall Trampoline Fun Center. The opportunities to take part in fun recreational and social activities outside our
group homes has given our kids a chance to create happy memories that enhance their experience at HomeSafe.

These positive experiences are enabling them to build on the progress they have made toward healing from the
trauma of abuse.

Pictured: boys playing paintball and watching a Miami Heat Game.

LITTLE LEAGUES
CHARITY NAME: Colts Travel Baseball Inc.
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.wellingtoncolts.org
FUNDS RECEIVED: $6,000
Consistent with a unanimous February 9, 2018, Board of Directors vote, the disbursement of the $6,000 Great
Charity Challenge grant has been as follows:
Description

Amount

4 upper-class teams @ $250 ea. for out-of-region tournaments

$1,000

4 scholarships @ $500 ea. for college or advanced education

$2,000

Updated field equipment

$1,000

Registration scholarships for 5 underserved families

$2,000
Total

$

6,000

As a community based, 100% volunteer charity organization, the Wellington Colts rely on grants and
sponsorships to cover the significant costs required for youth athletic participation in remote-based competition.
Annually, fundraising on the order of ~$20,000 is required to cover the cost of registration and travel for our 12
and under team to play with other players nationally in upstate NY, in the once-in-a-lifetime experience
Cooperstown Dreams Park. Given these costs, lack of out-of-state tournaments for a 13U &14U teams, the
entire 4 upper-class team each allocated to the 12U team for this event.
9 scholarships were designated for award in the next registration period, to occur November, 2018. Each
participating team received fund allocations adding to $1000 to cover field and safety equipment costs
(offsetting registration expenses).
Given the opportunity for children to forgo athletics in favor of sedentary activities such as video games,
computer time, and television, physical activity and team socialization provided by organized sports like
baseball is more important than ever! Once again, we would like to thank Equestrian Sport Productions LLC,
Fidelity, and all of the people and organizations that made the Great Charity Challenge possible. We invite any
members of these organizations to visit our players in action anytime, so they can see the positive contribution
competitive baseball has on their lives!

CHARITY NAME: Western Communities Football League (WCFL)
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.wcflfootball.com
FUNDS RECEIVED: $5,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: Flag Football 550 players but it also helped
their parents and grandparents. Tackle, we have 300 players in 2018.
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED? Your generous donation was received as a check and
used to buy a new John Deere Gator. Due continue maintenance issues, the WCFL BOD decided to replace the
gator this past spring. Your donation was used with other sponsorships, donations and grants to buy a new
gator.
The donation has helped our league better serve our community, players and parents. We use the gator to
transport equipment, water and people from our field house to our warehouse. We have also used it to help
some of our disabled parents and grandparents by transporting them to/from the parking lot to the fields. As you
can imagine, they are very appreciative of the help we are able to provide.
We appreciate the relationship we have built with the GCC. Thank you again for your continued support of the
WCFL throughout the years.

CHARITY NAME: Wellington Wolves Travel Basketball
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.wellingtonwolves.com
FUNDS RECEIVED: $4,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 200
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
The gracious gift received from the Great Charity Challenge this year benefitted the lives of many parents and
children associated with the Wellington Wolves travel basketball organization. We awarded scholarship grants

to families in need. The grant also helped to offset indoor court facilities expenses for team practices. In
addition, we were able to bless our athletes with the opportunity to have one practice a month hosted by a local
premier individual training company that currently trains several NBA athletes.
Our story is one in which we hope to write endless chapters. To be a part of an organization that can enrich
young children’s lives and give them the opportunity to not only learn the game of basketball, but to learn the
game of life is quite admirable and made possible through generous foundations such as yours. Thank you for
your generosity this year. We look forward to being a part of future events for years to come.

CHARITY NAME: Wellington Wrestling Club, Inc
CHARITY WEBSITE: facebook.com/wellingtonwarriorswrestling
FUNDS RECEIVED: $3,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 40
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED? We were able to bring in Bo Jordan, currently an
assistant coach at the Ohio State University. He just graduated this year finishing his college career as a 4-time
All American. Bo is a great role model & inspiration to these young wrestlers. We had 40 kids in attendance,
and we are looking forward to our next clinician we are able to bring in with these funds July 15th-16th!

CHARITY NAME: Wellington Wizards Rugby Club
CHARITY WEBSITE: www.wizardsrugby.com
FUNDS RECEIVED: $2,000
HOW MANY LIVES DID YOU ASSIST WITH THIS GRANT: 100
HOW WERE THE FUNDS RECEIVED UTILIZED?
We have had our Game Jerseys for 4 years. The cost is $5000 for 100 Game Jerseys. We have designed both
Girls and Boys new uniforms for our 2019 Season and should receive them in October.

WE WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND OUR GRATITUDE TO THE 79
GENEROUS SPONSORS WHO MAKE THIS EVENT POSSIBLE AND THE
58 NON-PROFITS WHO ARE BETTERING PALM BEACH COUNTY!

